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tanais is the province of sarmacia. From tanais to the entryng
of the lagon moetides is 40 leges at southest. Tanais is in 53
degrees1 and the entrying of the lagon moetides is in 50 degrees.
This iagon2 hath 70 legis in longitude and 30 of latitude, frrorn
the entrying of this lagon meotides unto the port santastropoli
Is 75 leges the cost lieth est. In santastropol entreth the river
corasos which is a good river, in this cost be good portes. ffrom
tanais to the entrying of the lagon meotides inhabltes the
besoranos4 which be good people and valyant. By them passeth
the river of nadanoo which Is a good rever and begynneth in
the mounteyns caucasos, and by that rever Is in the coste the
lagon corocondane by the citie sanagoria'' wher be the people
syndlca. Here carne giantes to take this lande and the bysoranes
went to gretia to axe socour of hercules, and he went and holpe
them and by his meanes thei kylled many of the geantes and
drave the rest out of ther londe. Unto santastropoli the lande
Is montuos and ill people which liveth all upon steling In other
placis, for thei have smai botes In the somer wherin thei saile to
other londes and entres into srnal krykkys of some deserte place
ther no people dothe use, and thel hyde ther botes and goes up
into the coatrey, and by the high wales thel robbe such as go
by and toward \vynter thei repare home ageine and take as
many of the people as thel can have with them, and when thei
come there thel selle them to the bisoranos for slayvis, and this
people liveth in mountens and careth not to make houses or
habitations'.
THE bysoranos hathe on the northe parte a generation called
sarinatas which do enhablt from the entryng of tanais onto the
mounteyns yperboreos which is on the north of them. Off thes
saromatas Is a saying that thel shulde come of the orlgen of
the Amazonas, for after thei had lost their husbandes thei came
: Actually 473.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              - The Sea of Azov.
s The classical Corax, modem Kador, by Sukhum.
' i.e. Bosporani.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           5 Kuban.
" The ancient Phanagoria : for the legend of the giants cf. Strabo,
Book xl. cap. ii, par. 10.
r For this account of the Black Sea pirates, see Strabo, /or. cit.
par. 12.